
 

 

 

 

   

  

    

   

     

 

 

    

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

   

  

  

   

   

 

    

 

 

 

 

     

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This summer our nation witnessed protests on a scale not seen for decades. The deaths 
of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and too many others at the hands of law enforcement 
have spurred outcry in city after city, exposing for the nation what has long been a lived 
reality for many communities: our policing and criminal legal systems have failed to 
create real safety for everyone. Our nation’s law enforcement arrests, shoots and kills 
more people than any other developed nation, and we lead the world in incarceration 
rates. The United States spends twice as much on police, courts and prison systems as 
we do on cash welfare systems, and yet we still have high rates of unsolved violent 
crime. Under-resourced communities are disproportionately burdened by our policing 
and prosecution strategies, which frequently result in unmanageable fines and fees or 
incarceration, leading to further impoverishment. For communities of color, who have 
borne the brunt of punitive policing and incarceration practices, trust in law 
enforcement is disturbingly — but unsurprisingly — low. 

Some leaders have taken this moment to listen to or stand with those calling for change 
and envision new public safety strategies that work for everyone. However, others have 
sought to reinforce a tough-on-crime, ‘law and order’ approach that resists an in-depth 
examination of our systems and instead defaults to increased use of law enforcement 
and even militarized tactics to impose control on communities. The current 
administration has repeatedly promoted deployment of military forces in cities 
experiencing unrest while rebuffing federal efforts to introduce sweeping reform and 
oversight of law enforcement. A Department of Justice commission on policing, 
purportedly convened last year to examine best practices for law enforcement, has been 
publicly critiqued for its failure to address divides between law enforcement and 
communities of color and for its emphasis on studying ‘underenforcement’ of criminal 
laws and ‘refusals by State and local prosecutors to enforce laws or prosecute categories 
of crimes.’ In fact, this commission was recently found to be in violation of federal law 
for failing to include any non-law enforcement voices or to conduct meetings with 
transparency. In some states where communities are re-examining their investments 
into traditional policing, elected officials have issued dire warnings -- without any 
evidence -- that any such reforms will spur lawlessness and crime. Several governors 
have even paired their rhetoric with legislative proposals to assume control over local 
law enforcement or even strip funding from these cities. 

While stoking fear and leveraging public safety for political gain is nothing new, in this 
moment of national reckoning, it exacerbates the very disparities and divisions in need 
of repair. It also distorts the public’s understanding of what actually makes us safe, and 
undermines the hard work being done in many jurisdictions to introduce 
transformative, research-driven, community-based public safety strategies. Finally, it 
ignores hard-earned lessons from the past and neglects the expanding body of research 
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and best practices available to us that point to new, more effective strategies for 
improving community safety. 

We are representatives from law enforcement, crime survivors, community groups, 
activists, academics, and impacted people who have personally observed the harms that 
our world-leading reliance on policing, prosecution and incarceration have wrought. We 
understand that true public safety requires policies that create stability and security for 
everyone, including those we have historically marginalized, demonized and 
destabilized. We must reimagine our strategies so as to include solutions that address 
the underlying issues driving contact with the criminal legal system. We know that 
meaningful, lasting improvements will require committed, persistent engagement with 
the communities we have neglected. They will need robust investments in healthcare, 
education, and infrastructure rather than traditional forms of enforcement and control. 

This report sets forth a new vision for public safety and illustrates some of the paths 
already being paved toward more responsive and restorative criminal legal systems. It 
recognizes new strategies rooted in research and community collaboration, with revised 
goals focusing on stabilizing and investing in communities that have been harmed by 
the wrongheaded approaches of the past—those championed by the tough on crime, law 
and order crowd. This vision does not require us to choose between safety and justice; 
rather, it recognizes we cannot have safety without justice. We urge communities across 
the nation to join us in seizing this unprecedented opportunity to reimagine public 
safety and plot a new course for our country. 




Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		Foreword to Public Safety Report_508.pdf






		Report created by: 

		


		Organization: 

		





[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 2


		Passed manually: 0


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 2


		Passed: 28


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Skipped		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top


