Community Land Trusts:
Using Social Entrepreneurship to
Combat Environmental Gentrification

Our University of Pittsburgh team’s community-engaged research pilot will measure the environmental
justice benefits and environmental gentrification costs of establishing a multi-use community land trust.

Cities around the world have vacant lots that negatively
Impact their neighborhoods’ public health, safety, and
economic outcomes. Numerous studies in these cities have
demonstrated that greening vacant lots can dramatically
Improve environmental justice outcomes. However, many of
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This project proposes to establish a multi-use community

land trust that will promote urban green space, affordable
housing, and small businesses in an effort to increase
environmental justice without triggering environmental
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Penn Researchers Found that Greening Vacant

Lots Led to the following environmental justice
benefits:
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*4.3% rise in value
after Year 1, and
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76% increase in the use of

outside spaces for relaxing and
socializing.

69% decrease in feelings of depression.
58% decrease in safety

concerns when going outside

their homes.

37% decrease in perceptions of crime.

« 29% decrease in gun violence.

This project uses legal
Innovation to establish a
multi-use community land
trust (CLT) to promote green
space, affordable housing,
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