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Community Land Trusts: 
Using Social Entrepreneurship to 

Combat Environmental Gentrification 

Our University of Pittsburgh team’s community-engaged research pilot will measure the environmental 
justice benefits and environmental gentrification costs of establishing a multi-use community land trust. 

Cities around the world have vacant lots that negatively 
impact their neighborhoods’ public health, safety, and 
economic outcomes. Numerous studies in these cities have 
demonstrated that greening vacant lots can dramatically 
improve environmental justice outcomes. However, many of 
these studies fail to track the environmental gentrification 
costs incurred when greening vacant lots increases rents and 
displaces lower-income residents and businesses. 

This project proposes to establish a multi-use community 
land trust that will promote urban green space, affordable 
housing, and small businesses in an effort to increase 
environmental justice without triggering environmental 
gentrification. 

This project uses legal 
innovation to establish a 
multi-use community land 
trust (CLT) to promote green 
space, affordable housing, 
and small businesses. This 
CLT should maximize the 
environmental justice 
benefits of vacant lot 
greening experienced by 
residents and small business 
owners near these greened 
lots. It should also minimize 
environmental gentrification 
costs experienced by 
residents and businesses 
who may be displaced by 
increased taxes and rents. 


