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The!students!met!with!Andrew!Petlele,!Parliamentary!Official,!and!was!given!a!tour!

of!the!South!African!Parliament.!!
! The!current!South!African!Parliament!is!a!bicameral!system.!There!are!two!houses!
of!Parliament:!the!National!Council!of!Provinces!(NCOP)!and!the!National!Assembly.!The!
NCOP!is!composed!of!90!members!that!represent!each!province!of!South!Africa.!Each!
delegation!of!10!is!headed!by!a!Premier.!The!National!Assembly!is!composed!of!400!
members!that!are!elected!by!voters!on!a!proportional!system.!Each!party!is!allocated!a!
number!of!seats!proportional!to!the!number!of!votes!it!receives!in!the!national!election!and!
the!party!chooses!the!delegates!to!the!National!Assembly.!The!members!of!the!National!
Assembly!elect!the!President!of!South!Africa.!Currently,!the!National!Assembly!is!majority!
ruled!by!the!African!National!Congress!(ANC)!and!the!current!President!is!Jacob!Zuma.!!
Members!are!elected!every!five!years.!!
! During!the!tour!of!the!Parliamentary!buildings,!students!were!able!to!see!the!history!
of!South!Africa’s!colonization!and!movement!through!Apartheid.!The!building!that!
currently!houses!the!NCOP!was!originally!used!by!the!Cape!Parliament!in!the!late!1800s!
and!early!1900s,!when!the!country!was!under!British!control.!The!building!materials!for!
construction!were!shipped!from!England,!and!thus!construction!of!the!building!took!
around!20!years!and!greatly!exceeded!budgeted!costs.!!

During!Apartheid!in!the!midQ1900s,!citizens!of!European!descent!controlled!the!
Parliament.!Black!people!within!the!country!were!not!allowed!to!vote!and!Indians!as!well!
as!Coloreds!were!given!lesser!say!in!government!affairs.!The!building!that!held!the!
Apartheid!government!is!situated!in!between!the!current!NCOP!and!National!Assembly.!It!
is!styled!similarly!to!the!British!Parliament,!and!is!used!now!only!for!committee!and!staff!
meetings.!!The!father!of!Apartheid,!Hendrick!Verwoerd,!was!stabbed!to!death!within!this!
chamber!during!a!session!of!Parliament!in!1966.!
! The!third!building!of!Parliament,!which!now!houses!the!National!Assembly,!was!
built!in!the!1980s.!This!is!the!chamber!in!which!former!State!President!F.!W.!de!Klerk!
announced!that!the!African!National!Congress!would!be!legalized!and!that!Nelson!Mandela!
would!be!released!from!prison!in!February!of!1990.!Following!this!decision,!a!new!
constitution!was!written!in!1994!that!ended!Apartheid!and!gave!all!South!African!citizens!
the!right!to!vote.!The!National!Assembly!has!a!constitutional!mandate!to!create!laws,!keep!
oversight!of!the!budget!and!Executive!branch,!as!well!as!elect!the!President.!The!1994!
National!Assembly!elected!Nelson!Mandela!as!the!President.!!
! South!Africans!are!very!proud!of!their!Parliamentary!buildings,!and!believe!that!
they!represent!the!evolution!the!country!has!experienced.!All!citizens!are!able!to!attend!
meetings!of!the!National!Assembly,!and!the!chamber!is!frequently!full!for!important!
speeches!and!votes.!Each!year,!a!special!month!is!held!for!women!and!children,!in!which!
those!members!of!the!population!are!encouraged!to!attend!Parliamentary!sessions!and!
learn!more!about!the!South!African!government.!! !
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The!students!had!the!privilege!of!spending!almost!an!entire!day!at!Sanlam!

Investments,!the!investment!and!capital!markets!arm!of!the!Sanlam!Group.!Headquartered!
in!Cape!Town,!Sanlam!is!a!global!financial!services!conglomerate!with!over!15,000!
employees!and!$5!billion!in!annual!revenue.!Sanlam!was!founded!as!a!mutual!insurance!
company!in!1918,!and!while!its!insurance!operations!account!for!50%!of!the!Group's!
revenue,!the!firm!has!expanded!into!other!business!lines,!offering!a!diverse!array!of!
financial!products!and!investment!management!services.!Sanlam!Investments!is!
responsible!for!investing!capital!to!generate!returns!on!Sanlam's!own!insurance!float!as!
well!as!the!funds!of!its!clients.!Sanlam!Investments!manages!$77!billion!on!behalf!of!clients,!
providing!wealth!management!products!to!individuals!and!asset!management!services!to!
institutions.!!

Sanlam!Investments!assembled!a!comprehensive!agenda!for!the!students!and!
provided!extensive!access!to!senior!management.!The!CEO,!Johan!van!der!Merwe,!hosted!a!
lunch!event!for!the!group!that!was!attended!by!32!Sanlam!professionals!from!across!the!
firm's!business!lines.!At!that!lunch,!students!had!the!opportunity!to!discuss!the!emerging!
markets!financial!services!space!with!the!firm's!COO,!the!CEO!of!Risk!Management,!the!CEO!
of!Retail!Business,!the!Head!of!Derivative!Structuring,!Head!of!Corporate!Governance,!the!
CEO!of!Employee!Benefits,!the!Deputy!Head!of!the!Institutional!Business,!and!the!Head!of!
Research!&!Positioning.!In!addition!to!lunch,!the!students!spent!several!hours!in!break!out!
group!sessions!with!Sanlam!employees,!including!the!aforementioned!senior!managers,!on!
the!topics!including!investment!management,!legal!and!compliance,!business!strategy,!and!
intellectual!property.!Within!these!sessions,!the!students!were!able!to!speak!with!Sanlam!
professionals!regarding!their!core!areas!of!expertise!and!share!insights!from!their!own!
work!experience.!The!group!also!had!the!opportunity!to!tour!Sanlam's!campus!and!view!
the!firm's!trading!operations.!The!visit!at!Sanlam!ended!with!the!students!participating!in!a!
networking!event!with!Sanlam's!young!professionals.!

In!its!visit!to!Sanlam,!the!students!gained!tremendous!insight!into!how!the!financial!
services!industry!operates!within!the!emerging!markets.!South!Africa!has!an!incredibly!
robust!capital!market!and!a!very!sophisticated!investment!industry.!In!many!ways!
Sanlam's!investment!professionals!have!a!similar!trading!experience!to!their!counterparts!
in!the!United!States!and!Europe.!However,!there!are!obviously!challenges!that!are!unique!
to!South!Africa!and!the!emerging!markets.!For!instance,!South!Africa!does!not!allow!more!
than!25%!of!any!corporation!or!individual's!assets!to!be!invested!abroad,!which!invariably!
reduces!the!ability!of!the!firm!to!diversify!its!capital.!Also,!because!of!the!large!wealth!gap!
among!South!African!citizens,!Sanlam!offers!many!unique!retail!products!that!are!not!often!
seen!in!developed!markets.!For!instance,!the!actuarial!arm!of!Sanlam!developed!a!market!
for!micro!life!insurance!providing!death!benefits!that!finance!funeral!costs.!The!life!
insurance!limits!are!kept!intentionally!low!in!order!to!allow!for!lower!overhead!costs!and!
higher!margins.!The!policies!are!not!individually!underwritten!and!rates!are!charged!solely!
based!on!age.!The!take!away!from!the!product!is!that!traditional!financial!products!can!be!
altered!in!ways!that!cater!to!the!cultural!and!economic!conditions!of!developing!markets!

!



!

!

!

!

!

!
"#$!%&'($)&%!*+%+&$(!,-+..$!/$00$1!23.4$51!.31!6!71$%$)&6&+3)!6)(!)$&8310+)9!$*$)&:!

,-+..$!/$00$1!+%!3)$!3.!&#$!-619$%&!.+14%!+)!;3'&#!<.1+=6!6)(!+%!6!-$6($1!+)!4$19$1%!6)(!
6=>'+%+&+3)%!&#$1$?!8+&#!3..+=$%!+)!@3&#!,67$!"38)!6)(!A3#6))$%@'19:!!

/'1+)9!&#$!71$%$)&6&+3)?!6!761&)$1!6)(!&83!6%%3=+6&$%?!6--!4$4@$1%!3.!&#$!.+14B%!
,317316&$!6)(!,344$1=+6-!716=&+=$?!%730$!3)!%$*$16-!%'@C$=&%!3.!+)&$1$%&!&3!&#$!913'7:!D+1%&?!
3)$!3.!&#$!6%%3=+6&$%!96*$!6!($&6+-$(!#+%&315!3.!&#$!-$96-!%5%&$4!+)!;3'&#!<.1+=6?!$E7-6+)+)9!
&#$!31+9+)%!3.!&#$!@-$)($(!F)9-+%#?!/'&=#?!6)(!&1+@6-!-68!716=&+=$(!&#$1$:!2$!$E7-6+)$(!&#$!
)'6)=$%!3.!&#$!713=$%%!&#13'9#!8#+=#!&#$!73%&G<761&#$+(!93*$1)4$)&!+47-$4$)&$(!6!
=3)%&+&'&+3)!6)(!3*$1%68!&#$!.')(64$)&6-!%#+.&!+)!;3'&#!<.1+=6)!-68!('1+)9!&#6&!7$1+3(:!
"#$!%$=3)(!6%%3=+6&$!71$%$)&$(!3)!&#$!,3)%&+&'&+3)6-!,3'1&?!#+9#-+9#&+)9!+&%!%54@3-+=!
%+9)+.+=6)=$!6%!8$--!6%!46C31!=6%$%:!"#$!71$%$)&6&+3)!6-%3!)3&$(!;3'&#!<.1+=6)!$..31&%!&3!
&16)%.314!+&%!C'(+=+615!&3!@$!431$!1$71$%$)&6&+*$!3.!&#$!)6&+3)B%!($439167#+=!460$'7:!
H3&#!6%%3=+6&$%!%730$!&3!&#$!13-$!3.!&#$!H-6=0!F=3)34+=!F4738$14$)&!7139164!+)!
$..$=&+)9!&#+%!=#6)9$!+)!-68!6)(!@'%+)$%%!+)!;3'&#!<.1+=6:!<.&$1!&#$!&83!6%%3=+6&$%!71$%$)&$(?!
6!761&)$1!%730$!&3!&#$!913'7!6@3'&!,-+..$!/$00$1!23.4$51!%7$=+.+=6--5:!2$!$E7-6+)$(!&#$!
.+14B%!#+%&315?!+&%!=3))$=&+3)!8+&#!/I<!J+7$1?!6)(!#38!+&!#+1$%!6&&31)$5%?!%&6..%!46&&$1%?!6)(!
%$1*$%!+&%!=-+$)&%:!"#$!71$%$)&6&+3)!3'&-+)$(!&#$!6(*3=6&$K6&&31)$5!%5%&$4!'%$(!+)!;3'&#!
<.1+=6!6)(!#+9#-+9#&$(!&#$!(+..$1$)=$%!6)(!%+4+-61+&+$%!@$&8$$)!<4$1+=6)!6)(!;3'&#!<.1+=6)!
-68!.+14%:!<.&$1!&#$!71$%$)&6&+3)?!&#$!6&&31)$5%!.+$-($(!>'$%&+3)%!.134!&#$!913'7:!/'1+)9!
&#+%!%$94$)&?!&#$5!%730$!&3!&#$!')+>'$!1$9'-6&315!$)*+13)4$)&!+)!;3'&#!<.1+=6?!+)('%&15!
6)(!@'%+)$%%!+)!,67$!"38)?!6)(!%34$!%7$=+.+=!=#6--$)9$%!&#6&!-685$1%!.6=$!+)!&#6&!761&!3.!
&#$!831-(:!!
! <.&$1!&#$!71$%$)&6&+3)?!,-+..$!/$00$1!+)*+&$(!6!913'7!3.!-685$1%!&3!4$$&!&#$!%&'($)&%!
6&!6!)$&8310+)9!$*$)&:!"#$!913'7!
4$&!6&&31)$5%!.134!6!8+($!16)9$!3.!
716=&+=$!913'7%!6)(!.134!6--!-$*$-%!3.!
%$)+31+&5:!/'1+)9!&#+%!%$94$)&!3.!&#$!
*+%+&?!&#$!%&'($)&%!-$61)$(!431$!
6@3'&!&#$!-$96-!$('=6&+3)!+)!;3'&#!
<.1+=6!6)(!#38!+&!(+..$1%!.134!&#6&!+)!
<4$1+=6:!"#$!6&&31)$5%!6-%3!
$-6@316&$(!3)!&#$+1!%7$=+.+=!716=&+=$%!
6)(!&#$!&57$%!3.!=6%$%!&#$5!#6)(-$:!
"#$!913'7!96+)$(!*6-'6@-$!+)%+9#&!
+)&3!&#$!;3'&#!<.1+=6)!-$96-!6)(!
@'%+)$%%!$)*+13)4$)&!('1+)9!&#$%$!
+)(+*+('6-!=3)*$1%6&+3)%:!!
 



!

"#$!*96-$+9*b!=/.*9!3$$9/+2!/+!
K&0$!"(4+E!;(69#!<=./'&!4&*!4/9#!
>&.7(+!1&.G$.!&9!Y,&)*C!!>&.7(+!
1&.G$.!/*!9#$!=(6+-$.!(=!Y,&)*!&+-!4$!
#&-!9#$!3$$9/+2!&9!Y,&)*b!
#$&-S6&.9$.*C!!Y,&)*!4&*!=(6+-$-!/+!
?@@Z!&*!&+!$+:/.(+3$+9!=(.!
'(336+/98!-./:$+!/++(:&9/(+!&+-!
.$'(+*9.6'9/(+C!!Y,&)*!/*!
#$&-S6&.9$.$-!/+!K&0$!"(4+E!)69!#&*!&!
0.$*$+'$!/+!9#$!^CdCE!N6.(0$E!<*/&E!
;(69#!<3$./'&E!&+-!(9#$.!0&.9*!(=!
<=./'&C!

N**$+9/&778E!Y,&)*!=&'/7/9&9$*!
/++(:&9/(+!/+!9#$!'(336+/98C!"#$8!(==$.!.()6*9!9.&/+/+2!*$.:/'$*E!'(+*679/+2E!&+-!'(++$'9!
/++(:&9(.*!&+-!$+9.$0.$+$6.*!4/9#!-$:$7(0$.*C!!Y,&)*!#&*!&+!/+'6)&9/(+!*$.:/'$*!=(.!
2$+$.&9/+2!+$4!/++(:&9/:$!/-$&*!&+-!0.(:/-$*!/+:$*93$+9!(=!i?@G!=(.!/+'6)&9$-!0.(M$'9*!
9#.(62#!&!:&./$98!(=!0&.9+$.*#/0*C!"#$8!&7*(!*600(.9!'(336+/9/$*!)8!0.(:/-/+2!=.$$!
9.&/+/+2!0.(2.&3*!H9#.(62#!9#$!Y,&)*!<'&-$38I!&+-!'(77&)(.&9$!4/9#!/++(:&9(.*!9(!
0.(:/-$!*600(.9!9(!'(336+/9/$*!9#.(62#!3()/7$!*600(.9!*$.:/'$*C!!Y,&)*b!&'9/:/9/$*!&.$!
)$*9!*$$+!&*!&!3/D96.$!(=!/++(:&9/(+Q=('6*$-!/+'6)&9/(+!&+-!*600(.9!&+-!'(336+/98Q
-./:$+!&'9/:/*3C!

^0(+!&../:/+2!&9!Y,&)*E!>&.7(+!9((G!9#$!2.(60!(+!&!9(6.!(=!9#$!=&'/7/9/$*C!"#/*!
/+'76-$-!&+!/+9.(-6'9/(+!4/9#!3$3)$.*!(=!9#$!Y,&)*!'(336+/98!/+!9#$!3/--7$!(=!&!
).&/+*9(.3/+2!$:$+9!&+-!&!*9(0Q/+!4/9#!Y,&)*b!/+Q#(6*$!-$:$7(0$.*!4#(!)6/7-!9#$!0.(M$'9*!
9#&9!&.$!-$:$7(0$-!&9!Y,&)*C!!L6./+2!9#/*!9/3$E!>&.7(+!/+9.(-6'$-!9#$!:&./(6*!=6+'9/(+*!(=!
Y,&)*!&+-!-/*'6**$-!*(3$!(=!9#$!(.2&+/f&9/(+b*!'(336+/98!-./:$+!$==(.9*C!

`(77(4/+2!9#$!9(6.E!>&.7(+!*&9!4/9#!6*!&+-!-/*'6**$-!:&./(6*!9(0/'*!.$7&9$-!9(!Y,&)*!
/+'76-/+2!9#$!#/*9(.8!(=!9#$!(.2&+/f&9/(+E!#/*!(4+!)&'G2.(6+-E!9#$!*9&.960!*'$+$!&+-!
*('/($'(+(3/'!*9&96*!(=!K&0$!"(4+!2$+$.&778E!7$2&7!&**/*9&+'$!=(.!#/3*$7=!&+-!K&0$!"(4+!
*9&.960*!2$+$.&778E!*6''$**=67!0.(M$'9*E!&+-!=696.$!07&+*C!Y,&)*!#&*!#&-!&!+63)$.!(=!
*6''$**=67!j$D/9*k!(.!&'S6/*/9/(+*!9#.(62#(69!9#$!8$&.*!)8!3&M(.!9$'#+(7(28!'(30&+/$*C!"#$!
2.(60!7$&.+$-!9#&9!Y,&)*!/*E!&9!/9*!'(.$E!&)(69!#$70/+2!9#$!'(336+/98C!V+!9#$!4(.-*!(=!
>&.7(+g!j>(*9!(=!9#$!+$2&9/:$!/+=76$+'$*!/+!(6.!'(336+/9/$*!&.$!)6*/+$**$*l!-.62*!&.$!&!
)6*/+$**E!#63&+!9.&==/'G/+2!/*!&!)6*/+$**E!0.(*9/969/(+!/*!&!)6*/+$**C!K(+*$S6$+978E!#$.$!&9!
Y,&)*!4$!.$&7/f$!9#&9!9(!'#&+2$!(6.!'(336+/9/$*!4$!'&+F9!9#/+G!7/G$!&!'#&./98E!4$!#&:$!9(!
9#/+G!7/G$!&!)6*/+$**!Q!&+-!(6.!0.(-6'9!/*!#(0$Ck!

Y,&)*!4&*!&!=&*'/+&9/+2!3$$9/+2!=(.!9#$!2.(60!*/+'$!/9!*9.&--7$*!9#$!-/:/-$!)$94$$+!
)6*/+$**E!/++(:&9/(+E!&+-!'(336+/98!(69.$&'#C!!Y,&)*!#/2#7/2#9*!9#$!2.(4/+2!9.$+-!(=!
*('/&778Q)$+$=/'/&7m'#&./9&)7$!*9&.960*C!!V9!0.(:$*!9#&9!(+$!'&+!.6+!&!)6*/+$**E!&+-!$:$+!
3&G$!&!0.(=/9E!)69!*9/77!/30.(:$!9#$!'(336+/98C!T(9!(+78!4&*!9#$!*9.6'96.$E!)6*/+$**E!&+-!
(69'(3$*!(=!Y,&)*!=&*'/+&9/+2!=.(3!&!7&4!&+-!)6*/+$**!0$.*0$'9/:$E!)69!9#$/.!$==(.9*!4$.$!
/+*0/./+2!(+!&!#63&+!7$:$7C!!!

!
!
!



!

"#$!%&'($)&%!*+%+&$(!,-./012!
3!)4)564*$7)8$)&39!4763)+:3&+4)2!
;3%$(!+)!13<$!"4=)2!=#4%$!8+%%+4)!
+%!&4!>48;3&!(48$%&+>!*+49$)>$!+)!
.4'&#!/?7+>3@!!"#$!8$$&+)6!=3%!
3773)6$(!;A!"#$!B94;39!C')(!&4!
C+6#&!/0D.2!"';$7>'94%+%!3)(!
,3937+3!&#74'6#!3!>4)&3>&!4?!4)$!4?!
&#$!%&'($)&%!4)!&#$!&7+<@!

"#$!%&'($)&%!*+%+&$(!&#$!
#$3(E'37&$7%!4?!&#$!674'<2!3)(!4)$!
4?!&#$!4763)+:3&+4)F%!9$3($7%!&44G!
&#$8!&4!3!>4'7&!3&!=#+>#!,-./01!
7')%!4)$!4?!+&%!3(*4>3>A!
<746738%@!!H48$)2!3)(!8$)2!=#4!
#3*$!%'??$7$(!(48$%&+>!*+49$)>$!64!
&4!&#$!>4'7&2!3)(!3!,-./01!=47G$7!
#$9<%!&#$8!?+99!4'&!3!?478!($&3+9+)6!
&#$!*+49$)>$!3)(!&#$!%+&'3&+4)@!!!"#+%!
>4'7&!+%!+)!3)!$%<$>+399A!<447!
94>3&+4)2!3)(!&#$!&#7$3&!4?!63)6!
*+49$)>$!9448%!4*$7!+&%!=47G@!!"#$!
,-./01!=47G$7%!39%4!8'%&!>4)&$)(!
=+&#!&#$!<$7<$&73&47%!4?!&#$!3&&3>G%2!
=#4!4?&$)!>48$!&4!&#$!>4'7&!&4!
&#7$3&$)!&#4%$!%$$G+)6!3)(!
<74*+(+)6!#$9<@!!"#$!%&'($)&%!39%4!8$&!=+&#!&#$!<$7%4)!=#4!7')%!&#$!3(8+)+%&73&+*$!%+($!4?!
&#$!>4'7&2!3)(!&#$!<$7%4)!=#4!+%!+)!>#376$!4?!&#$!(4>'8$)&!?94=!&4!&#$!I'(6$%@!!-)$!&#+)6!
&#3&!%&7'>G!&#$!%&'($)&%!=3%!&#$!%<$$(!=+&#!=#+>#!&#$!7$<47&%!37$!<74>$%%$(J!&#$!&+8$!?47!
84%&!+%!')($7!3!(3A@!!-)>$!3!7$<47&!+%!<74>$%%$(2!3!I'(6$!($>+($%!=#$&#$7!+&!%#4'9(!;$!
$)?47>$(@!!K)?47>$8$)&!4?!3)!47($7!6+*$%!&#$!+)(+*+('39!%$$G+)6!+&!3!<74&$>&+*$!47($72!
%+8+937!&4!3!7$%&73+)+)6!47($72!363+)%&!&#$!3&&3>G$72!3)(!3!=3773)&!&#3&!>3)!;$!'%$(!+)!&#$!
?'&'7$!&4!#3*$!&#$!<49+>$!377$%&!&#$!3&&3>G$7@!

-?!>4'7%$2!9+G$!83)A!LB-%2!,-./01!?3>$%!%+6)+?+>3)&!?')(+)6!+%%'$%2!$%<$>+399A!
;$>3'%$!4)$!4?!&#$+7!9376$!(4)47%!+%!>4)%+($7+)6!%>39+)6!;3>G!+&%!(4)3&+4)!?47!&#$!)$M&!?+%>39!
A$37@!!,-./01!+%!&#'%!>4)?74)&$(!=+&#!&#$!#37(!($>+%+4)!&4!#3*$!&4!>94%$!3!)'8;$7!4?!+&%!
3(*4>3>A!94>3&+4)%2!3&!')&49(!>4%&!&4!&#$!+)(+*+('39%!=#4!($<$)(!'<4)!&#$!4763)+:3&+4)F%!
%$7*+>$%@!

,-./01!=3%!')9+G$!83)A!4?!&#$!4&#$7!*+%+&%2!?4>'%+)6!4)!%48$!4?!&#$!84%&!*4+>$9$%%!
3)(!*'9)$73;9$!3%<$>&%!4?!.4'&#!/?7+>3)!%4>+$&A@!!"#$!%&'($)&%!?$9&!&#3&!+&!=3%!+8<47&3)&!&4!
+)>9'($!3!*+%+&!&4!3)!4763)+:3&+4)!9+G$!,-./01!&4!74')(!4'&!&#$!&7+<@!

!
!
!
!
!



!

!

!

!
The!group!met!with!Chris!Oxtoby,!a!former!NYU!LLM!student!who!now!works!with!

the!Democratic!Governance!and!Rights!Unit!(DGRU)!at!the!University!of!Cape!Town.!
! The!DGRU!is!concerned!with!the!judicial!appointment!process!within!South!Africa.!
When!the!new!South!African!Constitution!was!enacted!in!1994,!it!called!for!the!judiciary!to!
be!representative!of!the!country’s!population.!There!were!no!additional!guidelines!in!place!
within!the!Constitution!to!describe!what!proper!representation!would!be!or!upon!what!
criteria!judges!should!be!selected.!At!the!time!of!this!mandate,!the!judiciary!was!composed!
mainly!of!white!males.!This!led!to!a!focus!on!electing!women!and!blacks!for!future!
appointments.!!!!
! The!process!for!selecting!judges!within!in!South!Africa!is!as!follows.!A!third!party!
first!nominates!candidates.!Many!candidates!are!former!advocates,!and!a!decision!to!
become!a!judge!means!a!substantial!pay!cut!and!more!rigorous!work.!This!deters!many!
people!from!accepting!nominations.!After!the!pool!of!nominations!is!totaled,!the!Judicial!
Service!Commission!(JSC)!creates!a!short!list!of!candidates!to!interview.!This!short!list!is!
composed!of!those!candidates!the!JSC!feels!should!be!included!or!has!a!real!prospect!for!
appointment.!The!JSC!then!interviews!shortQlisted!candidates!and!deliberates!over!who!
should!be!appointed.!These!deliberations!are!private!and!not!open!to!public!comment.!!
! The!DGRU!is!concerned!about!the!type!of!candidates!that!are!selected!by!the!JSC.!
Because!of!the!push!for!a!more!diverse!judiciary,!candidates!with!less!experience!and!bad!
intentions!can!end!up!being!selected!to!the!judiciary.!There!is!no!published!list!of!the!
candidates!that!is!distributed!to!the!public.!The!DGRU!hopes!to!change!this!and!starting!in!
2009,!created!reports!on!the!candidates.!These!research!reports!include!information!on!the!
candidates!taken!from!previous!opinions!and!publications.!The!members!of!the!DGRU!also!
attend!the!interviews!held!by!the!JSC!and!report!on!the!candidate!answers.!!
! Chris!noted!that!there!is!still!work!to!be!done!in!creating!a!completely!independent!
judiciary.!The!shortQlisting!process!that!is!undertaken!by!the!JSC!is!very!opaque!and!there!
are!no!listed!criteria!over!who!is!able!to!reach!the!interview!stage.!Because!of!the!financial!
deterrents!to!becoming!a!judge,!Chris!speculated!that!all!candidates!are!passed!through!to!
the!interview!stage,!as!there!are!usually!not!enough!nominations!for!open!positions.!The!
JSC!holds!all!of!the!power!in!selecting!the!judges!and!Chris!noted!that!the!interview!process!
is!not!always!fair;!in!some!situations!candidates!of!equal!qualifications!are!given!drastically!
different!questions.!There!is!concern!these!interviews!are!adjusted!according!to!the!
candidates’!political!leanings!and!previous!decisions.!In!addition,!since!there!is!no!
constitutional!description!of!what!a!representative!judiciary!entails,!Chris!expressed!
concern!over!the!ability!of!the!JSC!to!tell!whether!or!not!it!had!reached!its!goal.!The!DGRU!
hopes!to!create!a!better!and!more!independent!judiciary!by!increasing!the!amount!of!
information!the!public!has!about!the!process!and!thus!increasing!its!transparency.!!
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The!
group!visited!
the!Western!
Cape!Cheetah!
Conservation!
project!at!
Inverdoorn!
Game!Reserve,!
a!nonQprofit!
organization!
dedicated!to!
the!rescue!and!
reintroduction!
into!the!wild!of!
illegally!owned!
cheetahs!as!
well!as!
education!
efforts.!There,!
they!met!with!the!director!of!the!WCCC,!Leah!Brousse,!as!well!as!a!"cheetah!ambassador",!
Velvet.!Velvet!was!rescued!from!a!dingy!apartment!where!she!and!her!siblings!were!
illegally!being!kept!in!a!bathtub!until!they!were!old!enough!to!be!smuggled!to!the!Middle!
East!for!sale.!Unfortunately,!she!was!permanently!injured!as!a!youngster!and!will!never!be!
able!to!be!reintroduced!into!the!wild.!Luckily,!her!siblings!are!completely!healthy!and!the!
WCCC!was!able!to!raise!them!and!complete!a!grueling!but!rewarding!two!year!process!to!
return!them!to!their!natural!habitat.!The!WCCC!has!successfully!completed!the!rescue!and!
reintroduction!process!with!dozens!of!cheetahs,!but!despite!their!efforts!cheetahs!will!most!
likely!no!longer!exist!in!the!wild!by!2030.!At!Inverdoorn,!the!students!were!able!to!see!first!
hand!how!dedicated!conservationists!are!battling!poachers,!habitat!destruction,!and!other!
challenges!in!order!to!preserve!biodiversity.!!Furthermore,!the!group!learned!how!the!
WCCC!partners!with!forQprofit!game!reserves!and!international!conservation!efforts!in!
order!to!execute!on!the!financial!aspects!necessary!to!fund!the!project.!Understanding!how!
the!business!considerations!of!nonQprofits!can!impact!their!work!was!fascinating.!

Today!there!are!just!7,500!cheetahs!left!and!South!Africa!is!home!to!fewer!than!
1,000!of!these!majestic!cats.!Cheetah!numbers!have!been!diminished!because!so!much!of!
their!habitat!was!taken!to!farm!livestock!Q!and!farmers!the!world!over!are!intolerant!of!
large!predators.!Now!conservation!of!cheetah!focuses!on!translocating!'problem!cheetahs'!
to!new!conservation!areas!where!their!presence!is!celebrated.!The!conservation!of!cheetah!
is!affected!by!high!lion!populations!(a!natural!enemy)!in!national!parks,!but!there!are!fairQ
sized!populations!in!the!Kruger!National!Park!and!Kgalagadi!Transfrontier!Park.!A!new!
trend!for!conserving!cheetah!in!South!Africa!sees!them!being!placed!in!private!game!
reserves,!especially!where!there!are!no!lions.!And!here!they!are!thriving.!Cheetah!
conservation!is!critical!to!preserving!the!existence!of!the!species.  
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