New York University Student Bar Association

Bill No. 03-04
A Resolution Regarding the Law School’s ExamSoft Policy

Whereas:
We have found that a situation of gross inequity will result from the Law School’s current ExamSoft policy; and,

Whereas:
We have found that technical issues regarding the roll-out of ExamSoft have not been fully explored and resolved to the satisfaction of student confidence in smooth implementation of the Law School’s current ExamSoft policy; and

Whereas:
The Law School Administration has primary responsibility for the equitable transition away from the ancient and time-honored Blue Book exam taking system, including the implementation of proper and common IT process change steps to ensure a smooth transition, 

LET IT THEREFORE BE RESOLVED THAT:

Section 1:
We request that the Law School revise its ExamSoft policy to make handwriting an option for all students.

Section 2:
We request that during a two year phase-in period, laptop computers equipped with ExamSoft and wireless cards be made available for checkout for a 24-hour period per exam for any student (including, but not limited to, Mac owners, desktop computer owners and foreign LLMs) who requests one within a reasonable time of the examination period (and for Fall ‘03 semester, by November 26, 2003), at minimal expense to students.

Section 3:
We request that all handwritten exams be transcribed by a support staff at minimal expense to students.

Section 4:
We request that test takers using ExamSoft and test takers handwriting their exams be separated in different rooms.

Section 5:
We request that a FAQ on the Law School’s ExamSoft policy, implementation and technical issues be made available in hard-copy and electronic version to all students by November 18, 2003.

Section 6:
We request that an emergency contingency plan be made available in hard-copy and electronic version to all students by November 18, 2003.

Section 7:
We request that the Law School address in writing by November 18, 2003, the following issues: (1) Laptop in-class exam taking and possibilities of cheating; (2) ExamSoft and hacking issues; (3) Word count issues; and (4) Extra time for students who handwrite their exams.

Section 8:
We request that the Law School write a  memorandum to professors regarding the current ExamSoft policy and detailing student concerns regarding fairness and word count, and that this memorandum be made available in hard-copy and electronic version to all students by November 18, 2003.

Section 9:
We request that the period for certification be extended through November 26, 2003.

Section 10:
We request that the Law School provide, by November 11, 2003, a written response to each of Sections 1 through 9 above, stating whether the Law School will accept such proposals, and if not, giving a detailed statement of the reasons for this decision.

Section 11:
If the Law School is unable to fulfill the spirit of the above proposed compromise, then the SBA believes that on the balance the inequities to the students tip in favor of not implementing ExamSoft in the upper-level in-class exams.  We wholly support computer-based testing, and want to see it become a success.  Nevertheless, if the Law School is unable to make the accommodations endorsed by the SBA in this resolution, we regrettably request that the Law School return to the status quo ante for the current academic year: all upper-level in-class exams being either handwritten or typed on a student-provided typewriter in a designated typing room.

Passed by the Student Bar Association Board of Governors on November 4, 2003 by a vote of 14 to 3.
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