New York University

Student Bar Association

Bill No. 03-02
A Resolution Urging the Law School to Join a Legal Challenge to the Solomon Amendment

Whereas:
We recognize the leading role that the NYU School of Law has played, and continues to play, in combating discrimination of all kinds, particularly discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation; and,

Whereas:
We are saddened that the Solomon Amendment has forced the Law School community to violate its own longstanding and fundamental moral values, so as not to jeopardize $130 million in federal funding to the rest of the University; and, 

Whereas:
A group of individual and institutional plaintiffs known as the Forum for Academic and Institutional Rights (FAIR) has recently filed a lawsuit challenging the constitutionality of the Solomon Amendment; and,

Whereas:
We recognize and appreciate the great contributions made by many individual members of the Law School community in support of this legal challenge, and thank Dean Revesz for his effort to convince the American Association of Law Schools to act as a plaintiff in the suit; and,

Whereas:
We note that Dean Revesz has expressed the continuing willingness of the Law School to take constructive measures to prevent this deeply offensive compromise of our principles,

LET IT THEREFORE BE RESOLVED THAT:

Section 1:
The New York University Student Bar Association calls on the Law School to reinforce its historical commitment to nondiscrimination by joining the suit as a named plaintiff or as a publicly disclosed member of FAIR.

Section 2:
The New York University Student Bar Association asks members of the Law School community to continue to publicly express their support for this challenge to the Solomon Amendment.

Section 3:
The New York University Student Bar Association encourages the Law School, individually or as a member of FAIR, to take any other actions within its power to overturn the Solomon Amendment and end the Law School’s compliance with an irrational and unjust policy of discrimination.

Passed by the Student Bar Association Board of Governors on October 14, 2003 by a vote of 14 – 1 with three abstentions.

____________________________



Nick Kujawa 


SBA President
