
Alex%Djaha—Section%One%Representative%

For those who I haven’t yet had the 
chance to meet, my name is Alex Djaha 
and I am from Chappaqua, NY. I am 
outgoing, energetic, success-oriented and 
an avid team player. I attended college at 
Colgate University in Hamilton, NY and 
majored in Political Science and Middle 
Eastern & Islamic Studies. I worked at 
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom 
LLP for two years as a legal assistant in 
the real estate group, where I became 
interested in corporate law, project 
management and institutionalized lending 
and investment. 

As the SBA Representative for 
Section 1, I will strive to maintain a direct 
and active line of communication between 
SBA and my fellow classmates. In an 
effort to ensure that this integral first year 
of law school is as successful as possible 
for all members of Section 1, I understand 

the importance of my role in ensuring that the desires and concerns of my peers are 
elevated to SBA. 

Like many of you, I am motivated by the initiatives, support and programs that 
NYU Law has to offer. Should I be chosen to serve as your representative, I would aim to 
regularly update and alert you to the essential information and resources from SBA in 
order to help each of you succeed throughout 1L year and in years to come. 
While we are certainly all impressive leaders in a diversity of fields, I tend to excel in 
situations that rely on shared values and common goals. I thrive outside of my comfort 
zone and am driven to learn from diverse communities. I chose to study abroad in 
Morocco and live with a Muslim family in Rabat's ancient medina, where I spoke only 
French and Arabic for five months. 

Additionally, my undergraduate commitment to local outreach and philanthropy 
continues to this day; I hope to expand this further through my work with SBA. I 
developed these ambitions as President of my fraternity and founder of an 80-resident 
philanthropy-based interest house at Colgate. I continued this passion for charitable 
outreach at Skadden, as a mentor for high school students in their college application 
process and as coordinator for Skadden’s yearly Legal Aid Society campaign. 

I feel these traits help qualify me to serve as your SBA Representative. While I 
encourage each of you to contribute any ideas you may have for what you hope to gain 
from SBA, I also hope this begins a dialogue that will enrich all of our experiences as we 
begin our legal careers. I am confident that I will serve as a committed, driven and 
conscientious ambassador for each of you. 
 
Warm wishes and best of luck! 
Alex!



!Sam Hedrick—Section Two Representative 

Hi Section Two, 
I’m Sam Hedrick, and I’m incredibly excited to 

be starting this next chapter of our lives together.  I’ve 
had so many interesting conversations with you 
already, and I’m really looking forward to getting to 
know all of you better over the course of the semester 
and the next three years.  If we haven't already met, 
whether you plan to vote for me or not, I would love 
meet you, so please come introduce yourself and tell 
me about what's important to you. 

If you have met me, you've probably already 
noticed that I have a LOT of energy.  I'd like to put that 
energy to use on your behalf, and I have plenty of 
experience doing just that. 

To tell you a little about myself, I graduated 
from Harvard in 2007, and have been working in NYC 

for nearly a decade.  Most recently, I worked in the legal department at Google 
for seven years (yes, it’s awesome, and I’m happy to talk about the experience if 
you have questions).  I was a core member of the Google NYC Culture Club, 
organizing events for 5000+ people, as well as addressing both big-picture 
issues like gender tension in the tech world or encouraging Googlers to mix and 
mingle with other teams, and day-to-day issues like finding better ways to get the 
word out about interesting campus events or partnering with our food team on 
creative new ideas for food-related events around the office. 

Before Google, I started and ran a nonprofit for a prominent R&B artist, 
and was the sole employee for two years.  As a 21-year-old with no experience, I 
built partnerships with major brands, opened a women’s center that’s still 
functioning today, and worked productively with people from many different walks 
of life, from the teen mothers and female entrepreneurs we were supporting, to 
wealthy donors, to the musicians and actors on our board.  I know how to get 
things done, and I would love to use those skills to make our experience at NYU 
even better. 

I'm not going to promise all kinds of specific things, like free pizza and 
mixers with other sections or graduate programs, because it’s more important to 
me to listen to what’s important to you.  My job as an elected representative of 
our section would be to advocate for the things you want, and to represent your 
opinions to the best of my ability.  So if what you want is free pizza and more 
mixers, I will do my absolute best to make that happen.  But I also want to hear 
about what you want, whether it’s a big, overarching idea or the little things that 
make each day more enjoyable and less stressful - like more frequent monitoring 
of print cartridge levels, or more consistent classroom temperatures (or, yes, free 
pizza). 

We are all so privileged to be attending NYU, and I would love the 
opportunity to help you make this experience what you want it to be.  Thank you!!



Eric%Sun—Section%Two%Representative%

!
!
I!don't!have!the!best!words.!I!don't!have!all!the!words.!Mexico!isn't!going!to!pay!our!
tuition.!My!only!promise!is!that!I!won't!promise!you!anything.!
!
Frankly,!most!of!my!motivation!here!is!purely!selfish.!But!let!me!show!you!our!self@
interests!are!in!alignment.!
!
I!spent!the!last!two!years!working!in!recruitment!and!talent!development!for!
Goldman!Sachs!in!Hong!Kong!and!New!York.!A!consistent!hiring!trend!we!found!
across!every!firm!and!every!industry!is!that,!given!the!massive!volume!of!applicants,!
most!resumes!get!lost!in!the!pile.!Without!fail,!the!few!resumes!that!make!it!to!the!
hiring!manager's!desk!come!recommended!by!someone!they!know!personally.!
!
97.7%!of!the!NYU!Law!Class!of!2015!!had!a!job!lined!up!ten!months!after!graduation.!
Sounds!great.!But!that!leaves!eleven!people!without!a!job.!
!
I!don't!want!to!be!one!of!those!eleven!people!three!years!from!now.!And!I!don't!want!
you!to!be!either.!What!can!I!do!on!a!material!level!that's!different!than!what!you'd!
already!get!from!the!school?!Maybe!nothing.!But!I'm!willing!to!put!in!a!substantial!
effort!to!get!to!know!as!many!people!in!our!class!as!possible!throuh!SBA,!and!I!love!
connecting!talent!with!opportunities.!
!



Eric%Sun—Section%Two%Representative%

But!I!also!recognize!that!we're!not!the!class!of!2015.!There!are!insanely!smart,!
funny,!and!passionate!people!here.!Chances!are!you're!one!of!them.!Let's!operate!
under!the!theory!that!all!430!of!us!have!amazing!jobs!lined!up!post@graduation.!
!
In!that!case,!it!helps!that!I'm!even!more!interested!in!getting!you!to!the!job!that!your!
first!job!sets!you!up!for.!The!US!Attorney's!office.!The!ACLU.!Academia.!The!Natural!
Resources!Defense!Council.!The!Hague.!It's!in!my!best!interests!to!see!as!many!of!
you!ascend!as!high!as!you!can!go.!If!Professor!Slughorn!were!here,!I'd!leave!him!to!
handle!our!futures.!But!he's!not.!!
!
I'm!not!going!to!pretend!that!I'm!more!qualified!than!anyone!else!running.!I've!
worked!as!a!sous!chef!in!Iceland,!been!a!bartender!in!Portugal,!and!trained!TOEFL!
teachers!in!Italy.!It's!debatable!how!useful!those!skills!are!in!this!context.!But!if!you!
look!at!the!candidates!for!SBA!from!the!last!three!years,!most!of!the!platforms!are!
exactly!the!same.!Might!as!well!try!something!different.!
!
!
!
!



!Nick Warren—Section Two Representative 

 

 
 
 
Hi Section 2! My name is Nick Warren and I am running to be our SBA rep. A 
little about me: I'm from Tallahassee, Florida (gulf coast best coast), graduated a 
year ago from Middlebury College in Vermont, and hope to go into voting rights 
law after law school. I was involved in both college governance issues and event 
planning in undergrad, and think SBA would be a great way to continue with 
those at NYU. 
 
I definitely don't claim to know all the solutions to all our school's problems after 
just three weeks here. But based on my conversations with y'all and with others, 
some of the things I'd hope to raise as an SBA rep: rethinking the lawyering 
program, securing more budget autonomy for the SBA and the student groups it 
funds, and getting back our break in Contracts. I'd love to hear your suggestions 
on any law school issues that are important to you, though, so feel free to reach 
out. Thank you! 

!



Section(Three(Representative—Zach(Allen(
 
 
 

 
 

 
I would be delighted to be the Section Three Representative to the Student 
Bar Association!  Since joining the NYU community just 3 weeks ago, I am 
consistently overwhelmed by the sheer amount of diversity--both in origin 
and opinion--contained within such a small space.  I have served as a 
class representative both at my previous university of Boston College and 
abroad at Sciences-Po in Paris, France.  It would be my honor to serve as 
a representative to my section and help to make the community even 
stronger than it currently is!!



Section(Three(Representative—Mariela(Cisneros(

 
Hello Section 3! My name 

is Mariela Cisneros and I am 
thrilled to be running to be your 
SBA representative. I am 
originally from Salem, Oregon 
(not the witch trials one—that’s 
in Massachusetts). I obtained my 
undergraduate degree from UC 
Berkeley where I studied Political 
Science and French. 
 
After graduation, I interned at the 
White House’s Domestic Policy 
Council where I had the 
unforgettable experience of 
serving under President Obama. 
This opportunity taught me that 
effective leadership starts from 
the ground up and requires a 

strong connection to those you represent. 
 
I then went on to complete a Fulbright teaching grant in Turkey with zero Turkish at my 
disposal. To say that I was overwhelmed in the beginning is an understatement. However, 
I quickly learned that at our core all of us speak the same language. I was able to get by 
with a lot of hand gestures and google translate. I bring these lessons of both leadership 
and understanding to my candidacy. 
 
I am running to be your SBA representative because I am committed to advocating for 
Section 3 to ensure that our first year is as enriching possible by: 
 
-       Voicing our concerns to SBA 
-       Keeping up a Facebook group with updates and deadlines 
-       Coordinating volunteer opportunities in the community 
-       Organizing social events for Section 3 
-       Ensuring that we have the right amount of drink tickets at Bar Review 
 
Yes, we will be stressed this year, but we will be better future lawyers at the end of it, 
able to spot tortious behavior in even the most mundane of everyday interactions. And I 
want to help ensure this process is as painless as possible. 
 
Cheers, 
Mariela!



Section(Three(Representative—(Sydney(Sawyier(

 
 

 
 

 
My name is Sydney Sawyier and I am interested in serving as the Section 
Three Representative. I love planning events, meeting new people and 
would like to help ensure that there are robust opportunities for the NYU 
law community. My extensive experience in student and alumni leadership 
will make me an effective advocate for Section 3 and an asset to the 
Student Bar Association more broadly. Most recently, I served for two 
years as the recent graduates' coordinator for the Harvard Club of France 
where I revived and expanded a monthly bar night held in conjunction with 
other American alumni clubs in Paris. I hope to use this same energy, 
dedication and leadership to serve the NYU Law community as the 
representative for Section 3.!



!Christopher Williams—Section Four Representative 

! As!law!

students,!it!is!

imperative!that!we!

elect!capable,!

motivated!members!to!

our!Student!Bar!

Association.!!I,!

Christopher!Williams,!

would!excel!at!

representing!the!voice!

of!the!Class!of!2019!of!

NYU!Law.!!As!I!wrote!

the!words!“NYU!Law”,!

even!after!three!weeks!

of!school,!I!still!got!

goosebumps!from!the!

result!of!my!

excitement!to!have!

been!accepted!here.!!

Evidently,!this!

demonstrates!the!passion!I!would!bring!to!the!table!as!a!representative!because!I!

truly!respect!the!law!school!environment!that!my!fellow!students!and!remarkable!

faculty/workers!have!created.!!Furthermore,!my!past!experiences!have!prepared!me!

to!be!a!potential!1L!leader!as!I!have!taken!several!leadership!roles!that!have!

developed!my!skills!of!teamwork,!flexibility,!and!professionalism.!

! While!pursuing!my!Bachelor’s!degree!in!International!Studies!with!minors!in!

Ecosystem!Sciences!and!Policies!and!Modern!Languages!(Spanish/Mandarin)!at!the!

University!of!Miami,!I!served!on!the!board!of!numerous!organizations.!!I!learned!

about!timeTmanagement!and!how!to!prioritize!my!interests/hobbies,!law!library!

job,!and!school!correctly.!!My!last!semester!I!spent!in!Spain!to!further!immerse!

myself!in!the!Spanish!language!and!culture.!!There!I!learned!further!about!cultural!

diversity!and!assimilation.!!PostTSpain,!I!immediately!embarked!on!one!of!the!most!

difficult!experiences!of!my!life:!Peace!Corps!Panama.!!In!Panama,!I!learned!more!

about!emotional!intelligence!and!adaptability.!!Throughout!my!short!years!of!

experience,!I!have!improved!on!skills!and!personal!characteristics!that!have!directly!

benefited!me!and!that!will!hopefully!benefit!the!law!school!community!if!I!am!

elected!as!a!representative!of!the!1L!class.!

! Now,!I!am!sure!you!are!all!curious!what!ideas!I!may!have!in!mind!to!help!you!

during!your!law!school!experience.!!First,!I!would!like!to!address!a!concern!I!have!

witnessed!and!fallen!victim!to!within!my!first!three!weeks!that!I!feel!needs!to!be!

addressed:!the!functionality!of!printers!in!the!law!school!library.!!It!is!sometimes!

disheartening!how!often!all!the!printers!are!out!of!ink,!paper,!or!just!not!working!at!

all.!!This!issue!should!be!resolved!so!that!students!are!not!more!stressed!running!

around!or!waiting!in!longer!lines!just!to!print!necessary!materials.!!Now!that!I!have!

addressed!my!only!problem!with!NYU!Law!since!beginning,!because!let’s!be!honest,!

this!place!is!pretty!perfect,!I!would!like!to!discuss!a!potentially!new!idea!I!would!



!Christopher Williams—Section Four Representative 

recommend.!!During!orientation,!I!would!have!loved!for!SBA!to!hold!an!event!prior!
to!the!day!classes!started!where!the!1Ls!had!the!ability!to!meet!higherTlevel!
students.!!This!would!have!facilitated!future!beneficial!friendships.!
! Now!that!I!am!sure!you!are!all!tired!of!reading!about!some!random!student!
you!may!not!personally!know,!I!would!like!to!invite!you!to!stop!me!anytime!while!at!
school!to!ask!me!anything!you!may!want!to!know.!!(See!attached!picture;!See!me!
walking;!Ask!“Are!you!Chris?!”;!and!bam!)!!Thank!you!for!your!time!and!
consideration.!
!!



!Arden Ham—Section Five Representative 

My#name#is#Arden#Ham.#I#am#a#Connecticut#

native#and#recent#graduate#of#the#journalism#

school#at#the#University#of#Maryland#who#loves#

to#watch#and#play#sports,#EDM#concerts,#sushi,#

and#going#out.#I#am#Korean,#so#yes,#I#love#

karaoke#too.#I#treat#bar#review#as#a#mandatory#

event,#and#I#go#Arden#HAM#in#everything#I#do.##

#

One#of#the#chief#reasons#I#chose#to#attend#NYU#

was#its#location.#We#go#to#law#school#in#the#

greatest#neighborhood#in#the#greatest#borough#

of#the#greatest#city#in#the#world,#and#the#Student#

Bar#Association#plays#a#vital#role#in#helping#

students#take#advantage#of#everything#the#city#

has#to#offer.#

#

As#1L#Representative#of#SBA,#I#am#excited#to#

contribute#to#the#unity#of#our#class.#Here#are#

some#ideas#I#have#for#the#upcoming#year:#

#

! Breakfast#at#D’Agostino#Hall#and#Hayden#

Hall#

! 1L#networking#events#with#law#firms#

! Competitive#drinking#events#(beer#pong#tournaments/beer#Olympics)#

! Bar#crawls#

! Comedy#club#outings#

! Broadway#show#outings#

! Group#excursions#to#sporting#events#

! Picnics#

! Weekly#1L#preUgames#for#bar#review#

! PostUfinals#ski#trip#

#

In#addition,#I#will#act#as#liaison#between#1Ls#and#the#rest#of#the#NYU#Law#community,#

making#sure#to#remind#you#of#important#dates#and#events.#Yes,#we#are#going#to#

spend#much#of#our#1L#year#buried#in#casebooks,#but#that#doesn’t#mean#we#can’t#have#

fun#in#the#meantime.#Let’s#all#go#Arden#HAM#together#and#have#the#best#1L#

experience#possible.##



!Daniel Kugler—Section Five Representative 

 
 

Dear Fellow Section 5 1L’s: 
 
My name is Daniel Kugler, and 
I am running to be your Section 
5 1L Representative. I have met 
many of you over the past few 
weeks, and I hope to meet all of 
you soon. By now, I’m sure we 
recognize each other’s faces, if 
not our names! 
 
I think it is important that 
everyone can make their voices 
heard in law school, and that 
those in power listen. If elected 
as your 1L Representative, I 
will eagerly listen to any issue 
or suggestion you may have, 
and advocate tirelessly on your 
behalf. 

 
• If you, Section 5, want greater access to events through the Public Interest Law 

Center, I will work to make that happen! 
 

• If you have suggestions for the 1L curriculum, orientation, or programs, I will 
listen, make them heard, and work to change the system! 

 
• If you need funding for your social justice project, corporate litigation student 

group, or community outreach, I will fight for you! 
 

• If you think we need more drink tickets at Bar Review, let’s make it happen! 
 

• If you have concerns about how the SBA works, I want to know, and help make it 
work better! 

 
We all deserve that the law school work for us. And it can always work better than it does 
now. That is why I ask for your vote to be your next 1L Representative.  
 
 
Your Section 5 friend, 
 
Daniel Kugler 
 

!



!Christina Wright—Section Five Representative 

Hi everyone! My name is Christina Wright, 
and I want to represent you! Of course, the 
question that usually follows such a bold 
statement is, “Well, why should I vote for you 
over X?” I could use this space to list out my 
qualifications on paper, but this is NYU—we 
all have qualifications. We can all talk about 
how we stand out. I'd rather talk about how, at 
the end of the day, I'm just like you.  
 
My journey to NYU Law has been a long and 
fortuitous one. Sitting in Orientation, hearing 
the endless list of other people’s accolades, I 
began to question whether or not I belonged 
here. “Maybe Admissions made a mistake,” I 
thought. Yet slowly as the weeks passed, 
things began to shift. I began to feel more and 
more apart of a community, and I know now 
that I DO belong here. And so do you. 

Personally, I’m open and honest about the difficulties we will face, and I’m dedicated to 
creating a supportive community to help us all through our first year.  
 
I will take my accumulated experiences both before matriculating to NYU Law and as I 
continue my journey as a 1L to make sure that our collective experiences are valued, 
considered, and heard when making decisions that affect us as 1L students at this great 
institution.  
 
So, what does that look like in practice? If elected, my goals include: 

1. Building a safe, inclusive space 
2. Increasing transparency between students and faculty/administration 
3. Increasing communication between students and faculty/administration 

 
I aspire to create section specific support groups and activities that provide a safe, 
inclusive space to foster relationships. This may take various forms—from organizing 
socials to creating support groups that inspire dialogue around issues that are important to 
us. I also plan to increase transparency and communication between students and faculty 
administration by working to ensure that individual or group concerns are addressed in a 
timely manner.  
 
Thank you for considering me for this great position. I look forward to helping each other 
grow this year and beyond.  
 
Onward and upward,  
 
Christina Wright 

!



!Georges A. Aoun—LLM Representative 

!
!
!
!
!
!

!
!
!
!
!



Georges A.Aoun 
Candidate for LL.M Class representative for the year 2016-2017 

 

 

To my friends and classmates in the NYU LLM Class of 2017, 

 

Many of you probably know me as the guy who organizes parties or simply as the ‘party 
guy’. Well, part of it is true but I am truly looking forward to achieving more than that here 
at NYU, while working together with you...  

As a matter fact, being an LLM student at a highly prestigious law school such as NYU 
School of Law might be challenging on both personal and academic level. The feeling of 
homesickness or loneliness might strike anyone of us at any time during the year, not to 
mention the immense stress and pressure we are about to experience during the 
examination period (or as former students say during the period following the ‘Halloween 
Party’). 

However, and despite the fact that we are different coming from distinct backgrounds 
and communities from all around the world, I truly believe that this experience is unique 
and that we should make the most of it. Therefore, I will do the best of my ability to turn 
it into a joyful experience or simply a fun one. YES, FUN !!! 

If elected as an LL.M representative for the class of 2017, I will devote my time and 
energy for the sake of my class in order to help you satisfy your needs and demands. 
It’s no secret that I will organize more parties both on and off campus to alleviate the 
stress of the assignments and readings during the week. In addition to that, I will work 
hard to improve the quality of life on campus in every sense of the word.  
Most importantly, I will make sure that every single person of you is heard. I will always 
be available to hear your problems, listen to your concerns and understand your worries 
in order to find the appropriate solution with the help and the cooperation of the law 
school’s administration if needed. 
 
I look forward to your vote in this election and I really hope that we could work together 
to make this experience literally the best experience of our life. 

 

Sincerely, 

Georges A.Aoun 

 

 



!Al-Shwaid De Leon Ismael —LLM Representative 

!
!
!
!

!



Personal Statement of 
AL-SHWAID DE LEON ISMAEL 

Candidate for LLM Representative 
 

A fun-filled, memorable and enriching experience. This is what every LL.M. student hopes 
to remember upon accomplishing his or her program. For it is no simple sacrifice to leave one’s 
home country, or defer other major plans in life, and for some, to resign from their jobs or leave 
their families, and venture into a world full of challenges and uncertainties. No one knows this 
feeling better than a fellow LL.M. student, and there is no better way of reinforcing the various 
ways of addressing such concerns than having a true representative who will be an effective voice 
and a dynamic and active participant in the Student Bar Association.  

  
The LL.M. Class essentially needs someone who will lead by example; who has the genuine 

desire to advance their interests and promote their welfare; who will, without fear or favor, push 
for reforms, and organize and implement projects, that would carry out the aspirations and ideals 
of every LL.M. student; who does not shun the challenge of leading a diverse group of brilliant 
and accomplished lawyers and legal practitioners; whose leadership skill and ability had been 
ripened by age and experience; who believes in the indubitable importance of equality, 
impartiality, and fair treatment, regardless of one’s race, belief, culture, social status, and 
preference; and who values the need of having an enjoyably balanced life.  

 
These characteristics of an ideal representative illustrate the challenges that I will accept 

and positively address if given the mandate. I am a man of words, and I take pride in the fact that 
throughout my life as a student leader and community youth leader in my country, and as having 
been in legal practice for ten years to date, I have established a reputation for delivering 
exceptional results and not just lip service. It is about time that the LL.M. Class should have a 
representative who envisions active participation and dynamism. 

 
I am simply inspired by an undying passion to serve and driven by my humble desire to 

make a difference in the lives of others. I have lived my life so far knowing in my heart that 
service to humanity is the best work of life.  With these ideals and through teamwork, a fun-
filled, memorable and enriching experience for the LL.M. Class of 2017 is within reach. 

 
 
 
 
 
  


