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Bylaw Amendment

Revision to Voting Requirements

These bylaw amendments were proposed by Josh Babbitt and Ben Huebner on February 15, 2005.  Amendments proposed by Sam Castic and Avner Mizrahi were adopted on March 8, 2005.  The proposal was adopted on March 8, 2005 by a vote of 9-4 (with 3 abstaining).  Changes to the original bylaws can be found by using the track changes function.  
	3.6.
	Quorum

	 
	 
	A quorum consists of fifty percent of the Board of Governors plus one. No meeting shall begin without there being a quorum present.  A quorum is also required for all votes on motions, resolutions, and amendments as explained in section 3.9.3.


	3.8.
	Resolutions

	 
	3.8.1.
	Any member or Committee of the Board of Governors may introduce a resolution to the entire Board of Governors to vote upon. In all cases the President must be given enough notice that notice of the resolution may be given in the agenda for the meeting at which the resolution is to be voted upon.

	 
	3.8.2.
	Introduction

	 
	 
	The member or Committee of the Board of Governors shall have the opportunity to introduce the resolution, explain its origin, and move that the resolution be adopted by the Board of Governors. 

	 
	3.8.3.
	Debate

	 
	 
	If the motion to adopt the resolution is seconded, debate on the motion will be opened by the President. Members of the Board of Governors will indicate their desire to speak by raising a hand. The President shall designate who is to speak, making all effort to follow the order in which hands were raised.

	 
	3.8.4.
	Motions

	 
	 
	All motions must be seconded and are adopted by a majority vote unless indicated otherwise. All motions are debatable unless otherwise noted. Motions are in order of precedence: motions may be made only if no motion of equal or higher precedence is on the floor (i.e., don't do a number 5 (move to end debate) when the body is discussing a number 4 (move to suspend rules)). 

	 
	 
	3.8.4.1.
	Motion to Adjourn: not debatable; goes to immediate majority vote.

	 
	 
	3.8.4.2.
	Motion to Recess: not debatable. May be for a specific time. 

	 
	 
	3.8.4.3.
	Motion to Appeal the Facilitator's Decision: Not debatable; goes to immediate vote. Allows the body to overrule a decision made by the chair. 

	 
	 
	3.8.4.4.
	Motion to Suspend the Rules: suspends formal process for dealing with a specific question. Debatable; requires 2/3 vote. 

	 
	 
	3.8.4.5.
	Motion to End Debate and Vote or Call the Question: applies only to the motion on the floor. Not debatable; requires 2/3 vote. 

	 
	 
	3.8.4.6.
	Motion to Extend Debate: can be general, or for a specific time or number of speakers. Not debatable. 

	 
	 
	3.8.4.7.
	Motion to Refer to Committee: applies only to the main motion. Refers question to a specific group with a specific time and charge. 

	 
	 
	3.8.4.8.
	Motion to Divide the Question: breaks the motion on the floor into two parts, in manner suggested by mover. 

	 
	 
	3.8.4.9.
	Motion to Amend: must be voted for by a majority to be considered and by a 2/3 to be passed. If amendment is accepted as "friendly" by the proposer of the amendment then it may be accepted without a formal vote. 


	3.9.
	Voting

	 
	3.9.1.
	Final Voting: Voting on resolutions, constitutional amendments, or amendments to the by-laws shall be by roll call.  Other motions which take final action on a matter may be made by voice or hand vote, provided that a  roll call vote shall be taken when requested by any member of the Board of Governors.  A roll call vote may be requested either before or after the vote.   As each member’s name is called out by the Executive Secretary, that person shall either state “yes,” “no,” or “abstain.” The Executive Secretary shall record each member’s vote as it is made.

	 
	3.9.2.
	Voting on motions during debate: may either be by voice or by raised hand, as the President may instruct.

	
	3.9.3
	A quorum, consisting of “fifty percent of the Board of Governors plus one,  must be present for every vote.  .


