New York University

Student Bar Association

Bylaw Amendment
Revised Budgeting Bylaws
The following bylaw was proposed by Treasurer Oliver Carter and the Finance Committee on November 9th, 2004.  After notice and comment, the bylaw amendments were approved by the SBA on November 23, 2004.  The changes can be seen by viewing the following in “Track Changes”.
	8.
	Appropriations

	

	 
	8.1.
	Finance Committee

	 
	8.1.1
	The Finance Committee will be appointed by the Treasurer within six weeks of his or her election during the Spring semester. 

	 
	8.1.2
	The Treasurer will appoint, with the advice and consent of the Board of Governors, members of the student body to serve on the Finance Committee. Members of the Board of Governors can serve on the Finance Committee.

	 
	8.1.3
	The Finance Committee will perform all necessary financial tasks of the SBA, including managing SBA funds, allocating funds to student groups, and coordinating financial relations with the University and the bank.

	 
	8.1.4
	Where these bylaws and the SBA Constitution refer to a Treasury Committee or a Summer Budget Committee, these phrases are synonymous with the Finance Committee elaborated on in this Section 8. 

	 
	8.1.5
	The Executive Committee delegates its fiscal duties to the Finance Committee 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	8.2
	Allocation

	 
	8.2.1.
	The annual budget of the Student Bar Association shall be allocated using the following procedures. 

	 
	8.2.2.
	The Treasurer shall recommend and the SBA Board shall approve the allocation of funds for the next year on a percentage basis into the following five categories:

a. SBA Primary Funds; 

b. SBA Incentive Funds; 

c. SBA Family Funds; 

d. SBA Student Group Funds 

e. SBA Rollover Funds 

	 
	8.2.3
	SBA Rollover Funds include all funds remaining in all student group accounts at the end of the fiscal year.  An individual student group’s funds may not be rolled-over directly to that same student group, in contravention of 8.2.4.  An exception to this prohibition shall apply when the roll-over is requested in advance of the Spring expense report deadline and when the student group demonstrates that the funds in question have been derived from an outside donation or a fundraising event.



	 
	8.2.4 
	The On the first day of class, all SBA Rollover Funds will be distributed to each student group in the same proportion as that group’s allocation to the entire Student Group Funds allocation, calculated per 8.2.11. 

	 
	8.2.5
	Budget submission worksheets, deadlines, and guidelines shall be distributed to groups seeking SBA budget allocations no later than five weeks before the first deadlines for budget allocation requests. 

	 
	8.2.6
	The Treasurer shall determine the “total allocation” that each group received in the closing fiscal year. “Total allocation” shall only include money allocated to the group by SBA through the annual budget process or via incentive funding; it shall not include money spent that was received from outside sources or from SBA family funding.

	 
	8.2.7
	Each group’s maximum potential allocation (“MPA”) for the opening fiscal year is as follows: 

a. The MPA for any group launched or reinstated during the closing fiscal year, as well as for any group whose total allocation during the closing fiscal year was less than or equal to $1150, shall not exceed $1500. 

b. The MPA for all other groups shall not exceed that group’s total allocation during the closing fiscal year by more than 30%. 

c. The MPA for a group which requests an allocation exceeding part 8.2.7(a) or 8.2.7(b) of these bylaws shall be reduced punitively by 10% from the amount derived from part 8.2.7(a) or 8.2.7(b) of these guidelines. 

	 
	8.2.8
	The SBA Treasurer shall adjust budget requests in accordance with 8.2.7(c) as necessary and then forward the budget allocation requests to the Finance Committee.

	 
	8.2.9
	The Finance Committee shall determine, based on the guidelines promulgated in section 8.3 of these bylaws, the amount of SBA funding appropriate for each proposed event. 







	 
	8.2.10
	The sum of all funding determined appropriate for a group’s events under 8.2.9 will serve as that group’s preliminary budget allocation, which shall not exceed that group’s MPA arrived at under 8.2.7. 



	 
	8.2.11
	The SBA Treasurer shall calculate each group’s allocation as a percentage of the total allocation granted.  Rollover funds, calculated per 8.2.3, will be distributed along this percentage by the first day of class; likewise, the main fall and spring disbursements will be distributed along these percentages promptly once SBA receives its allocation from the University. 



	 
	8.3
	Event Funding Guidelines

	 
	8.3.1
	8.3.1
The Finance Committee will use the following criteria to appropriate SBA Funding to student groups: 

a.  Does the event contribute to the intellectual life of the law school community? 

b.  Does the event contribute to the social life of the law school community? 

c.  Does the event foster a sense of community in the law school community? 

d.  Does the event foster networking between the student body and external organizations? 

e.  Does the event provide services to the wider community? 



	 
	8.3.2
	The Finance Committee will scrutinize the expected attendance for every event listed by each student group.  If the number estimated seems unrealistic, the Committee will reduce the estimation and respectively the allocation amount to reflect a more realistic expected number of attendees.



	 
	8.3.3
	In order to receive funding for speaker events, student groups must provide the name and background information for the proposed speaker as well as a detailed line item breakdown of the amount requested.

a.  Honoraria and/or speaker’s fees are highly discouraged and may only be considered by the Finance Committee in extraordinary circumstances. At all times, Student Groups shall strive to secure expert speakers from within the NYU Law School Community or within the tri-state area.

b.  Travel expenses for speakers shall be limited to $200 for speakers traveling less than 750 miles and to $400 for speakers traveling from farther away.


c.  Hotel costs are limited to $150 per speaker visit.  



	
	8.3.4
	For conferences and retreats SBA funding will be limited to $300 per group per year according to the following guidelines.  Groups are encouraged to apply for Prominence Funding for conferences through the office of Student Affairs. 

a.  Conferences within the tri-state area are limited to $50 per person. 

b.  Conferences outside the tri-state area are limited to $150 per person. 

c.  Retreats are limited to $20 per person.


	
	8.3.5
	Allocation of funds for food and beverage will be limited to:


a.  three events per semester at $5 per person and


b.  two events per semester at $10 per person.


c.  exceptions may be made for groups holding cultural events that are open and publicized to the entire student body.


	
	8.3.6
	If a group charges participants a fee for an event, the amount of that fee must be disclosed in the allocation request.



	
	8.3.7
	Spending on publicity may not exceed $10 per event.  Student Groups are encouraged to make use of the Docket, the Commentator, the Online Calendar, and other free channels of information distribution in order to publicize their events.



	
	8.3.8
	No money will be allocated for student groups wishing to provide awards, whether to group members or faculty.  



	
	8.3.9
	Self-dealing by groups is strictly forbidden.  Self-dealing includes—but is not limited to—payment for goods and services provided by any member of the sponsoring group or any member of a student group which regularly cosponsors events with the sponsoring group.  The Treasurer may grant an exception to this rule only when the exception is requested in writing before the goods and services are provided and only when compelling reasons justify the approval of the request. Violations of this rule may result in penalties, including a reduction of student group funding and/or a removal of the group’s Treasurer. Penalties shall be imposed only by a majority vote of the Board of Governors. 



	
	
	

	 
	
	

	 
	8.4.
	Appeals

	 
	
	Student Groups may appeal Finance Committee Allocation Decisions in accordance with the SBA Constitution Article XVI:3.



	 
	
	

	 
	8.5
	Other Sources of Funding (Family Grants; Incentive Funds) 

	 
	8.5.1
	Where two or more SBA member groups, one of which may be the SBA itself, co-sponsor an event, that event may be eligible for a Family Grant. The Grant will cover up to 40% of the total cost of the event. Member groups are responsible for demonstrating that they are all actively involved in funding and arranging the relevant event. The Treasurer will have discretion to award Family Grants under $250. Other applications will require the approval of a majority of the Board of Governors.

	 
	8.5.2
	Incentive funds will be available to student groups that conceive an event but do not have the funds to begin or complete the event. Such funds will also be available to fund groups that apply for SBA membership after the allocation process. The Treasurer will have discretion to award Incentive Grants under $250. Other applications will require the approval of a majority of the Board of Governors. 


