New York University

Student Bar Association

Resolved by the Student Bar Association on February 15, 2006

Amended by the Student Bar Association on February 22, 2006

A Resolution Opposing Pentagon Monitoring of Law Students

Whereas:
On December 14, 2005, NBC reported
 that it had obtained classified documents showing that the United States Defense Department has been monitoring “suspicious activities” and “credible security threats” in the United States, and 

Whereas:
Subsequent to NBC’s reporting, numerous other media entities reported on the story, and

Whereas:
The classified document
, in the excerpt released by NBC, lists New York University and OutLaw’s February 2005 protest of JAG recruiters on campus as a potential threat, and

Whereas:
The criteria upon which the reporting and monitoring of such threats has not been divulged to the public, and

Whereas:
It is unknown if students, faculty, administration, or staff of New York University were investigated pursuant to the classification of the protests as a potential threat, and

Whereas:
The constitutionally protected and peaceful protest was sponsored by Outlaw, and was supported in principle by the Administration and SBA’s well stated opposition to the military’s Don’t Ask Don’t Tell policy
, and

Whereas:
Independent of New York University and OutLaw, Servicemembers Legal Defense Network retained Proskauer Rose LLP, and filed a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request for information pertaining to the monitoring of the protest at NYU
, and

Whereas:
The monitoring and subsequent FOIA request were reported in the January 17, 2006 edition of the Washington Square News
, and

Whereas:
The FBI has reportedly denied the FOIA request, refusing to divulge information pertaining to the monitoring, 

LET IT THEREFORE BE RESOLVED:

That:
The Student Bar Association supports administration, student group, or independent efforts to pursue further FOIA requests in order to ascertain the full nature of the Defense Department monitoring, and

That:
The Student Bar Association denounces any and all efforts, especially by the Federal Government, to stifle the free exercise rights of students protesting military recruiting practices.

� http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/10454316/


� http://msnbcmedia.msn.com/i/msnbc/sections/news/DODAntiWarProtestDatabaseTracker.pdf


� See “Resolution Supporting the Law School’s Non-Discrimination Policy,” Student Bar Association, (Spring 2005) (located online at: http://www.law.nyu.edu/studentorgs/sba/resolutions/2004-2005/SBA%20Bill%20No.%2004-05%20-%20Jag%20Resolution%20Spring%2005.doc)


� http://www.sldn.org/binary-data/SLDN_ARTICLES/pdf_file/2605.pdf  


� http://www.nyunews.com/vnews/display.v/ART/2006/01/17/43cb460e8fd5e 





