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A Resolution Denouncing the Assault of the Owner of Leela Lounge
Whereas: New York University’s university seal contains the symbol of the “upheld torch of the Lady of the Harbor, which signifies NYU in service to the ‘metropolis’ – New York City;”
 and

Whereas: New York University, including New York University School of Law, believes that NYU is an “integral part of the metropolitan community of New York City” and that “the city’s extraordinary resources enrich both the academic programs and the experience of living at New York University;”
 and
Whereas: The members of the New York University Student Bar Association, as students of New York University School of Law, recognize the importance of supporting the local businesses, which significantly contribute to the experience of being a student in New York City; and
Whereas: Leela Lounge is a business located on 1 West Third Street near Broadway, one block from the Mercer law school dormitory and a few blocks from Washington Square- the chief center of NYU; previously,  NYU student groups, including the South Asian Law Students Association (SALSA), have hosted events at the restaurant; and
Whereas: Early on December 23, 2006, individuals, at a holiday party at Leela Lounge, attacked both Mr. Ashwani Nagpal, one of the restaurant’s owners, and his friend and employee, Asheesh Mathur; both Mr. Nagpal and Mr. Mathur escaped the incident alive; however, Mr. Nagpal suffered injuries to the head and Mr. Mathur, a fractured nose and cracked jaw.  During the course of these assaults, racial and ethnic slurs were allegedly directed to at least one of the victims
.
LET IT THEREFORE BE RESOLVED THAT:

Section 1: The New York University Student Bar Association denounces the assault on Mr. Nagpal and Mr. Mathur and any racially motivated acts on the local business; and
Section 2: The Student Bar Association urges the Honorable Robert M. Morgenthau, District Attorney of Manhattan, to ensure that justice is served in the prosecution of the involved individuals; and

Section 3: The Student Bar Association urges both the Dean of New York University School of Law and President of New York University, in an effort to support the local businesses of the NYU community, to also denounce the attacks and encourage the District Attorney to ensure that justice is served in the prosecution of the involved individuals; and
Section 4: The Student Bar Association urges the students, faculty, and staff of New York University, including New York University School of Law, to attend the hearing scheduled for Tuesday February 20, 2007 at the Manhattan Criminal Court (100 Centre Street, Part F, 9:30 am), to support a local business that was violently attacked; and
Section 5: The Student Bar Association urges any witness to the incident to step forward by calling the New York Police Department at 212-335-9000, stating that the call is in reference to People of the State of New York v. Anthony Diblasio et al. Docket #2006NY087241-244, Docket #2006NY087219.
Passed by a vote of 13-0-0 on February 6, 2007.
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