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A Resolution Requesting Proposing a Joint Student-Administrative Effort 

to Conserve Energy and Utilize Cleaner Sources of Power

Whereas:
The New York University School of Law has demonstrated its commitment to the environment both in its academic programs and in the operation of its facilities; and,

Whereas:
The New York University School of Law, however, uses a substantial amount of power, none of which comes from exclusively from renewable resources; and,

Whereas:
According to a formula provided by the Environmental Protection Agency, the electricity usage of the Law School contributes over nine million pounds of carbon dioxide to the air per year, the equivalent of adding over eight hundred cars to the road, which would require the planting of over 900 acres of trees to absorb. 

Whereas:
Recent energy price increases have contributed to the growing cost of our education; and,

Whereas:
A successful energy conservation could save the Law School substantial sums of money while reducing the environmental impact of the Law School’s energy usage; and,

Whereas:
A program to conserve electricity requires both structural changes by the Law School and behavioral changes by both students and faculty; and,

Whereas:
We believe that tying an investment in the use of environmentally-sensitive “Green Power” to the condition that students measurably assist the Law School in conserving energy will result in both cost savings and environmental benefits; and, 

Whereas:
A two percent reduction in electricity usage would more than pay for the increased cost of committing the Law School to obtaining ten percent of its electricity needs from renewable resources; and

Whereas:
Other top schools, including Harvard University and the University of Pennsylvania, have successfully made a commitment to utilize “Green Power” and paid for increased costs through energy conservation programs:

LET IT THEREFORE BE RESOLVED THAT:

Section 1:
The Student Bar Association (SBA) urges the Administration to investigate and purchase Renewable Energy Credits (RECs) in the amount of ten percent of the New York University School of Law’s electricity usage.

Section 2:
The SBA urges that the Law School make a commitment to make annual 
purchases of RECs as part of a joint energy conservation program led by 
the administration and the SBA.
Section 3:
The SBA will assign a member of the Board of the Student Bar Association to lead student energy conservation efforts.

Section 4:
The SBA will request that the Environmental Law Society (ELS) create a new officer position that will coordinate with the SBA in helping students achieve energy conservation goals.

Section 5:
The assigned SBA board member and ELS officer will work with the Administration to identify and achieve substantial energy conservation savings.

Section 6:
The SBA will use its resources to communicate with the student body measures that students can undertake to save electricity, thereby reducing costs, funding the REC program, and improving our environment.
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