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IN OUR OPINION

Bad Just1ce
on dlsplay

concerned about our state get-
ting ‘bad press — you know,
like police officers’ turning attack

I.f_ :you have ever found yourself

.dogs loose on school children, state
+ troopers launching tear gas at inno- -

cent marchers or funding pubhc
schools on par with banana repub-
lics, that sort of thmg —, then page
A12 of Monday’s New York Times
would have made you cringe.

In a nifty little item called the -

“Sidebar,” Times writer Adam L1p-

‘tak penncd a:;most scathing piece

titled, “In Alabama, execution with-
- out representation.”

It was a brief lesson for the rest

‘of the natlon on the criminal-justicé

_system in our state, particularly the

fact that Alabama is the. only state”

{that does not make lawyers avail-
: able to indigent death-row inmates.

Liptak pointed this out because
next month lawyers for death-row
inmates in Alabama will ask -the
U.S. Supreme, Court to take up the
_case.

- They will tell the nine justices.

‘thateven inmates in Alabama should
have legal representation. -

Imagine that.

Of course, our heroic state attor-
ney general, Troy King, will argue
‘the opposite.” As Liptak explained,

King filed a brief before the U.S. "~

Court of Appeals in Atlanta that
argued, essentially, .that this is the
real world, not some utopxa so get
used to it.

The large issue here, of course, -

is the pathetic staté of the criminal

justice system in Alabama. The edi- .
“torial page of this.newspaper has

been against the death penalty for
&0ns, in part because we donot feel it
is possible to construct an adequate
legal framework. to send a person
to their death, even ina, Troy King-
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inspired utop1a .

In the real  world, Alabama s
criminal justice system-is a joke.
Any ninny ought to understand that
if you are going to'involve:ypur-
selfin state-spousored revenge, you
ought to at least have an abundance
of safeguards inplace. .-

“We do. not as Liptak' nghtly
said.

There’s your b1g picture, a sub-
ject on which many barrels of 1nk

"has and will be expended

But Here’s the other issue: What
do you think Liptak’s piece did for

" Alabama in'thé collective psyche of

the hation? What’s ‘that? You don’t
read The New York Times? Nor do
a]ot of others. But you can bet that it
made the rounds from New York to
California and points between.

What did those millions of gentle
readers pick up from Liptak’s story:’
Alabama is not far from where it
was back in the bad, old days of f1re
hoses and attack dogs.

‘Whether or not you agree w1th

_the death penalty, isn’t it important’

to keep Alabama from look:mg hke
the Sudan of the South?
_ That can’t be good for business.
-Aslong as our elected leaders put
politics ahead of common sense and
sound judgmént, the Adam Liptaks
of the world will have plenty of
unpleasant pieces to.write about
‘Alabama.

g e got what we deserved-on
- Monday. And we’ll get it
again unless we set about

’ﬁrst to allow- the-indigent on death
" row access, to legal representation
_ and then to call a halt to executions.

’ ——John Fleming



