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The elected NYC officials of the 2015 legislative session are Mayor Bill de Blasio, Comptroller Scott Stringer, Public Advocate Letitia 

James, Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito (among 51 City Council Members), and the Borough Presidents, respectively, Bronx: 

Ruben Diaz, Jr., Brooklyn: Eric Adams, Manhattan: Gale Brewer, Queens: Melinda Katz, & Staten Island: James Oddo. 

CCCIIITTTYYY   NNNEEEWWWSSS   
 

Feb.3rd: 
 

The Mayor delivered his second State of the City address. Highlights of his initiatives include: 

 Building the next generation of affordable housing: 

o A Mandatory Inclusionary Housing policy will require all new housing built under 

rezoning to include affordable units: 

 Six neighborhoods: East NY (Brooklyn), Long Island City (Queens), Jerome 

Ave. Corridor (Bronx), Flushing West (Queens), Bay St. Corridor (Staten 

Island), & E. Harlem (Manhattan). 

o The City will invest $200 million in affordable housing, new infrastructure, & job 

creation initiatives in Southwest Bronx.  

o The City will work to develop affordable housing and stronger communities in 

Queens. 

 Protecting New Yorkers from displacement & homelessness: 

o A new $36 million commitment will provide free legal defense for tenants in all 

areas undergoing rezoning. 

o Through new programs & outreach, the City will end homelessness for veterans by 

2015. 

o The City will create and preserve 10,000 units of senior housing using a $400 

million capital investment and Section 8 vouchers. The first projects will begin in 

2015. 

o The Dept. of Cultural Affairs will invest $30 million in 1,500 affordable living and 

work spaces for artists in the coming decade.  

 Supporting growth with better infrastructure: 

o The City will launch a new Citywide Ferry Service System in 2017, supported by 

City operating support and a $55 million capital commitment. 

o The City will implement thirteen new Bus Rapid Transit routes through 2017, thus, 

improving service, off-board fare collection, bus lanes, and travel times. 

 The City will partner with the MTA, NYS, and USDOT to secure support for the 

Select Bus Service Program, starting with a $295 million commitment from the 

City. 

http://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/089-15/state-the-city-remarks-bill-de-blasio-prepared-delivery
http://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/088-15/state-the-city-mayor-de-blasio-puts-affordable-housing-center-2015-agenda-fight#/0


 

  
 

Feb. 2nd: 
 

The Mayor announced the Digital.NYC Five-Borough Tour. The resources provided by Digital.NYC will help New Yorkers to 

turn ideas into businesses, aid digital startups, and connect them to opportunities and jobs in the city’s tech ecosystem. 
 

Jan. 31st: 
 

The Mayor & Consumer Affairs Commissioner announced the largest public education & outreach tax credit campaign in City 

history. 
 

Jan. 29th: 
 

The Comptroller released an analysis comparing the cost of light snow and heavy snow seasons to that of average snow 

seasons. 
 

Jan. 27th: 
 

The Mayor issued Executive Order No. 88, terminating the declaration of emergency and revocation of emergency orders. 
 

Jan. 26th: 
 

The Mayor issued Executive Order No. 87, declaring a local state of emergency from Winter Storm Juno. 
 

The Comptroller delivered his first address as Comptroller to the Association for a Better NY. 
 

Jan. 23rd: 
 

The Comptroller delivered testimony on the Cross Harbor Freight Movement Project Tier I Draft Environmental Impact 

Statement. 
 

Jan. 22nd: 
 

The Mayor held a public hearing and signed Intro 489-B into law (Local Law 11), requiring the city to report on outstanding 

environmental control board judgments. 
 

The New York City Council unanimously, 50-0, approved the following bills:  
1) Introductory Bill #126-A, to require the reporting of environmental data regarding schools,  

2) Introductory Bill #571-A, relating to the early intervention program,  

3) Introductory Bill #612-A, relating to the sale of tax liens, and  

4) Introductory Bill #620, to name 56 thoroughfares and public places. 
 

Jan. 20th: 
 

The Comptroller delivered testimony before Council Committee on Housing & Buildings on short-term rentals & their effects on 

neighborhoods [Airbnb]. See: 

 The Comptroller’s report, “The Growing Gap: NYC’s Housing Affordability Challenge,” April 2014. 

 The NYS Attorney General’s Report, “Airbnb in the City,” October 2014. 
 

Jan. 19th: 
 

The Mayor and Director of the Mayor’s Office of Criminal Justice issued statements on Governor Cuomo’s Commission on Youth, 

Public Safety and Justice. 
 

Jan. 16th: 
 

The Mayor announced partnership with crime lab New York to advance evidence-driven, cost-effective public safety 

strategies. 
 

The Comptroller issued a statement on NYC’s fair share of state surplus being $2.2 billion (with report). 
 

Jan. 15th: 
 

The Council Speaker, Immigration Committee Chair, & other members of the City Council signed up for IDNYC card to mark its 

launch. 
 

The Council Speaker, Finance Chair, Public Safety Committee Chair, & other members of the City Council released a statement 

proposing funding for new NYPD bulletproof vests. 
 

Jan. 14th: 
 

The Mayor and DOT Commissioner released a transcript announcing the completion of more than fifty “Vision Zero” street 

design projects, making NYC safer. 
 

Jan. 13th: 
 

The Mayor announced the activation of IDNYC plan to handle high demand. 
 

The Council Speaker partnered with Doe Fund to bring the Cleanup NYC Initiative to East Harlem and South Bronx. 
 

Jan. 12th: 
 

The Mayor and Council Speaker launched the IDNYC program. 
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In January 2015, the Comptroller released the following reports: 

 
 Less than our Fair Share: Actual State Revenues in City Budget 2009-2014 

 The Slippery Cost Slope of Ice & Snow Removal in NYC 

 Audit Report on the DOE Adjudication of Alleged Teacher Misconduct & Incompetence 

 Letter Report on the Department of Homeless Services’ Controls Over Its Count of Unsheltered Homeless 

Youths 

 Audit Report on the Operating and Financial Practices of the Mayor’s Office of Film, Theatre and 

Broadcasting 

 
In January 2015, the Inspector General for the NYPD released the “Observations on Accountability & Transparency 

in Ten NYPD Chokehold Cases” report. 

 

  The Department of Health and Mental Hygiene proposed a new chapter providing rules for the manner and 

timeframe building owners or their agents must report the results of their annual drinking water tank inspections.  

 

  The Department of Sanitation proposed amendments to the requirements for a program recovering refrigerants 

from appliances disposed of by residents. The amendments come from settlement of a lawsuit challenging the 
validity of Local Law 69 of 2013, which placed the burden of recovery on the original manufacturer of the disposed 

refrigerated equipment.  

 

  The Board of Corrections adopted rules relating to enhanced supervision housing and punitive segregation. The 

rules provide for the creation of enhanced supervision housing (“ESH”), a classification for housing inmates who 

have been identified as leaders of gangs and participated in dangerous gang-related activity, organized or 

participated in violent assaults, been found in possession of lethal weapons, or otherwise repeatedly engaged in 

violent behavior. The Department of Corrections may only consider inmates for ESH on their record of the past five 

years if already incarcerated at the time of the action, or the past two years if they were not incarcerated at the time. 

The rules also restrict the use of punitive segregation, where no inmate may be sentenced to punitive segregation 

for more than thirty days for any single infraction or be held in punitive segregation longer than thirty consecutive 

days.  

 

  The Department of Buildings adopted a rule amendment establishing separate site safety requirements for 

major building façade projects. The rule was implemented at an accelerated pace after Buildings Commissioner 

Rick Chandler issued a Statement of Substantial Need for Earlier Implementation, citing a shortage of safety 

managers available to oversee projects and a potential stall to construction activity if the rule amendment 

progressed at the normal schedule..  

 
  The Department of Buildings adopted rules implementing Local Law 4 of 2015 which updates the New York 

City Energy Conservation Code. The amendment removes definitions and clarifies language to bring the code in 
line with Local Law 4. 

For more information on New York City or New York State matters, call (212) 962-2826 © New York Legislative Service, Inc. 
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