
 
 
 
 
 
 
VIA U.S. MAIL AND FACSIMILE 
 

March 18, 2010 
 
 
United States House of Representatives Armed Services Committee 
2120 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
United States Senate Armed Services Committee 
Room SR-228, Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
 

To the Honorable Ike Skelton, Chairman, and the Honorable Howard P. McKeon, Ranking Member, and the 
Honorable Carl Levin, Chairman, and the Honorable John McCain, Ranking Member: 

 We write in response to Secretary of Defense Robert M. Gates’ and Chairman Michael G. Mullen’s 
recent testimony to the Senate Armed Services Committee on Congress’s Policy Concerning Homosexuals in 
the Armed Forces (10 U.S.C. § 654).  During the Committee’s hearing on February 2, 2010, the Secretary and 
Chairman announced efforts to adjust within the confines of existing law the Pentagon’s existing operations 
surrounding the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy in preparation for its repeal.  

 Our letter today expresses our support for the Pentagon and for President Barack Obama, who also 
called for repeal in his State of the Union address.  We join them in recommending that Congress should 
repeal Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.  

 As educators, we understand the importance of fostering strong leaders.  To train those who can lead 
our multifaceted, multicultural society, we work to recruit and retain students who bring diversity of many 
kinds to the campus, including, but not limited to, diversity on the basis of race, national origin, gender, 
religion, and sexual orientation.  One of our core missions is training America’s public servants and providing 
them with opportunities to serve in all levels of government.  Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell directly obstructs our 
efforts, preventing some of our best and brightest from serving their country in the Armed Forces. 

 In our capacity as educators, we seek to instill values of tolerance and respect.  These values suffer 
when any member of our community experiences discrimination.  The effects of Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell are 
marginalization, exclusion, and denigration, problems exacerbated by the existing Solomon Amendment.  
Discharging gay, lesbian, and bisexual service members merely because of their sexual orientation is never 
justified.  Neither is denying our students access to careers, training, and scholarships based on their sexual 
orientation.  We have the highest regard for our students who have served and those who seek to serve in the 
Armed Forces, and we aim to make sure that opportunity for service is available for all of those willing to 
make that admirable commitment. 

 



America faces myriad challenges abroad, which demand the service of America’s best and brightest.  
Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’s effects are most deleterious at this moment, when young, talented Americans are 
denied the opportunity to defend America.  The imperative of recruiting and retaining the best is greatest 
when our Armed Forces are deployed.  Military readiness is enhanced, not compromised, by ending 
discrimination that prevents the military from drawing on the broadest pool of talent.  Our allies, including 
Israel, Canada, and Britain, have repealed similar bans, and their armed forces continue to succeed.  

 The President, the Secretary of Defense, and the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff expressly 
support repealing the policy.  We applaud their positions, and urge you to lend your full support to the 
Pentagon and Commander-in-Chief on this matter. 

 

 

______________________________ 
Christopher Edley, Jr.  

Honorable William H. Orrick, Jr. Distinguished Chair and Dean  
University of California, Berkeley, School of Law 

 
 
 
 

______________________________ 
Larry Kramer 

Richard E. Lang Professor of Law and Dean 
Stanford Law School 

 
 
 

______________________________ 
Martha Minow 

Dean and Jeremiah Smith, Jr. Professor of Law 
Harvard Law School 

 
 
 

______________________________ 
Robert C. Post 

Dean and Sol & Lillian Goldman Professor of Law 
Yale Law School 

 
 
 
 

______________________________ 
Richard L. Revesz 

Dean and Lawrence King Professor of Law 
New York University School of Law 

 



CC:  

United States House of Representatives Armed Services Committee 

United States Senate Armed Services Committee  

 

United States House of Representatives Armed Services Committee 

Honorable John Spratt 

Honorable Roscoe G. Bartlett 

Honorable Solomon P. Ortiz 

Honorable Mac Thornberry 

Honorable Gene Taylor 

Honorable Walter B. Jones 

Honorable W. Todd Akin 

Honorable Silvestre Reyes 

Honorable J. Randy Forbes 

Honorable Vic Snyder 

Honorable Jeff Miller 

Honorable Adam Smith 

Honorable Joe Wilson 

Honorable Loretta Sanchez 

Honorable Frank A. LoBiondo 

Honorable Mike McIntyre 

Honorable Rob Bishop 

Honorable Robert A. Brady 

Honorable Michael Turner 

Honorable Robert Andrews 



United States House of Representatives Armed Services Committee cont’d  

Honorable John Kline 

Honorable Susan A. Davis 

Honorable Mike Rogers 

Honorable James R. Langevin 

Honorable Trent Franks 

Honorable Rick Larsen 

Honorable Bill Shuster 

Honorable Jim Cooper 

Honorable Cathy McMorris Rodgers 

Honorable Jim Marshall 

Honorable K. Michael Conaway 

Honorable Madeleine Z. Bordallo 

Honorable Doug Lamborn 

Honorable Brad Ellsworth 

Honorable Rob Wittman 

Honorable Patrick J. Murphy 

Honorable Mary Fallin 

Honorable Hank Johnson 

Honorable Duncan Hunter 

Honorable Carol Shea-Porter 

Honorable John C. Fleming 

Honorable Joe Courtney 

Honorable Mike Coffman 

Honorable David Loebsack 



United States House of Representatives Armed Services Committee cont’d  

Honorable Thomas J. Rooney 

Honorable Joe Sestak 

Honorable Todd Russell Platts 

Honorable Gabrielle Giffords 

Honorable Niki Tsongas 

Honorable Glenn Nye 

Honorable Chellie Pingree 

Honorable Larry Kissell 

Honorable Martin Heinrich 

Honorable Frank M. Kratovil, Jr. 

Honorable Bobby Bright 

Honorable Scott Murphy 

Honorable Bill Owens 

Honorable Dan Boren 

 



United States Senate Armed Services Committee 

Honorable Robert C. Byrd 

Honorable James M. Inhofe 

Honorable Joseph I. Lieberman 

Honorable Jeff Sessions 

Honorable Jack Reed 

Honorable Saxby Chambliss 

Honorable Daniel K. Akaka 

Honorable Lindsey Graham 

Honorable Bill Nelson 

Honorable John Thune 

Honorable Ben Nelson 

Honorable Roger F. Wicker 

Honorable Evan Bayh 

Honorable George S. LeMieux 

Honorable Jim Webb 

Honorable Scott Brown 

Honorable Richard Burr 

Honorable Claire McCaskill 

Honorable David Vitter 

Honorable Mark Udall 

Honorable Susan M. Collins 

Honorable Kay R. Hagan 

Honorable Mark Begich 

Honorable Roland W. Burris 

Honorable Jeff Bingaman 

Honorable Edward E. Kauffman 

 


