
Professor Benedict Kingsbury and Dr. Benjamin Straumann, as 
organizers of  the conference, express their thanks and appreciation to Dean 
Richard Revesz and New York University Law School, Dr. Diego Panizza 
and Pepe Ragoni of  the Centro Internazionale di Studi Gentiliani, Silvano 

Lattanzi, Nicola Mare, and Alma Fuentes Roche.

A new edition of  Alberico Gentili's De Armis Romanis (1599 - this 
neglected work exists only in Latin and was last published in 1770), with an 

English translation and critical notes by Professor David Lupher, is in 
preparation.  Edited by Benedict Kingsbury and Benjamin Straumann, this 

volume will be published by Oxford University Press.  The 
editors and translator acknowledge with gratitude the generous support for 

this work from Silvano Lattanzi USA Inc., the Italian National 
Committee for the Alberico Gentili Commemoration, and the Italian 

Ministry of  Cultural Heritage. 

Roman law and other texts dealing with Roman 
armed expansion and warfare were among the 
most influential traditions in the 16th and 17th 
century development of  the law of  nations in 

Europe and in European imperial expansion.  The 
first panels of  this conference inquire into the 
importance of  Roman law and of  judgments 

about Roman practice as sources for later thinking 
about the law of  nations, imperialism, and just war.  

Several of  the papers will use the work of  the 
sixteenth-century Roman law scholar Alberico 
Gentili (1552-1608) as one focal point for the 

discussion of  these wider issues.  The later panels 
consider connections between these Roman 
traditions and major European thinkers on 

international law in the 18th century such as 
Barbeyrac, Montesquieu and Vattel, and the impact 

of  this tradition and of  other justifications of  
European expansion in the Americas and 

elsewhere.  The conference aims to bring together 
participants from several different disciplines, 

extending from ancient historians to specialists in 
modern international legal and political theory, in 
order to deepen understandings of  this Roman 
tradition and of  its ebb and flow among the 

different projects to justify and shape imperialism 
through law.  The conference will also draw wider 
attention to Alberico Gentili’s work, and provides 

an opportunity for deeper evaluation of  the 
traditions of  Roman and international legal 

thought on war and imperialism to which he was a 
signal contributor. 
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